
Arianna Berardi-Wiltshire: Material/discussion for first week: 
 

Te Reo Māori – The Māori Language of New Zealand 
 Origins, aspirations and current state of revitalisation of Māori in Aotearoa New 

Zealand 
 
This session will begin with a brief history of Aotearoa New Zealand and background to 
the Māori language.  The discussion will include an overview of New Zealand’s funding 
document, The Treaty of Waitangi, an agreement between Māori and the British 
Crown, which established New Zealand as a self-gorverning nation.  The Treaty plays a 
key role in New Zealand legislation. It was the foundation for the Māori language rights 
and protest movement in the 1970s which eventually led to the establishment of 
kōhanga reo (‘Language Nests’)  in the 1980s as a means of reviving the Māori 
language and culture.  We look at the philosophy, curriculum and benefits of kōhanga 
and kura kaupapa Māori (Māori-medium schools) where Māori culture, a Māori world-
view and the Māori language play a key role in the political exercise of re-affirming, 
normalising and valuing Māori language and cultural practices for the health and well-
being of indigenous children and their families.  
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